Ich bin ein Landvermesser is the sixth volume of interviews with Heiner Müller published by the Rotbuch Verlag of Berlin. It is also the second in which Müller's interlocutor is his friend, the filmmaker Alexander Kluge. The the first volume, Ich schulde der Welt einen Toten, appeared in 1995. This book, like its predecessor, is the transcription of interviews broadcast late at night on private satellite and cable channels, predominantly on RTL and SAT 1. This unusual arrangement resulted from these channels' need to fulfil quota obligations for 'cultural hours' in their weekly schedules. Landvermesser presents us with ten full conversations as opposed to the six found in Ich schulde der Welt einen Toten. The increase in 'value' should, however, be seen in the context of Müller's long history as a professional talker.
Müller has granted many interviews over the years; the Bibliographie Heiner Müller (now two volumes) numbers them in three digits. We should therefore be wary of another collection of utterances from the late playwright. Müller's earlier discussions (roughly between 1974 and 1987) are documented in the ironically named Gesammelte Irrtümer I und II. In these we are witness to his ever-changing ideas about the form and nature of the theater, among other things. Informed by anecdotes and stimulated by different conversation partners, the interviews are lively and provocative. Müller himself called them performances. Over the course of the two volumes positions are taken up, contradicted, rejected and thrown into relief by others, whose views fall under similar scrutiny. The third volume, published in 1994, is a pale imitation of its two predecessors. There are certain biographical reasons for this. Following the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989, Müller's dramatic output all but dried up-he lost his main stimulus,
